With regard to the preference to surgery over medicine, it is dangled in front of students that in surgery the fees are bigger, which constitutes a definite point in its favour, but there is also the fact that somehow there is more of a feeling of progress in surgery of late years than we can claim in medicine. I do not think that will continue indefinitely, and I hope that before long the physicians will have their innings again.
In the ward for delirious patients, arrangements should certainly in some respects be altered. It does not follow by any means that the teaching of psychological medicine in that ward can be conducted by a man whose interests may lie in any other branch of medicine. It would be well to associate with him some man with special experience in work of this kind. Various speakers have raised the question of the fact that the students have to crowd too much work into a very brief space of time, and that therefore they have not the opportunities for clinical observation which they ought to have. I remember eight or nine years ago, when this subject was last discussed by the Club, that the committee, of which I was a member, had evidence of a great change which had come over the practice of students of the school since they (the members of the committee) had been students themselves, viz. that the students did not spend so much time in the Infirmary in the evening as formerly. I have not heard whether this has been altered, but I fancy not, and I think that the Managers of the Royal Infirmary cannot be considered entirely blameless in the matter ; nor can the teachers of the medical school be considered blameless, in that at the time when the managers limited the hours of attendance of students in the evening they did not make a strong protest against the change. When I was a student we spent long periods in the Infirmary in the evening. In many respects they were the most fruitful periods of our clinical work ; we came round and made observations for ourselves on the patients, and this tended also to make the position of the house physician or house surgeon a more important one, because he was expected by his chief to take an integral part in the teaching of the students in directing them in these observations. This point should be borne in mind with a view to some return to the old system. The argument that the patients suffer will not hold water. The patients used to be glad to see the students in the evening ; it relieved the tedium of their existence to a certain degree, and I am certain that when the wards were properly under the control of a competent house physician, no harm resulted to the patients. 
